


STEP BY STEP

the starting and house circuits. For
the house circuit, one terminal of a
pair is connected to your accessories
and the other to the positive terminal
of your battery. On the starting circuit,
one terminal is connected to your en-
gine’s wiring harness and the other to
the positive terminal of the starting
battery. .

The ACR has two 3/8-inch termi-
nals labeled “A” and “B.” It also has
spade-type connections for ground,
start isolation and a remote indi-
cator lamp. The basic installation
of the ACR requires three connec-
tions: a fuse-protected connection be-
tween terminal A and one battery; a
fuse-protected connection from ter-
minal B to the other battery; and a
fuse-protected wire from the ground
connection to the negative terminal of
the house battery or a ground bus bar.

For safety reasons, be sure to use
properly sized ring connectors for the
DCP and ACR. Secure the connec-
tions under the provided lock washer
and nut.

After consulting with Blue Sea Sys-
tems, I planned to install only the

© Both of the old
battery switches
were cracked (1), so
Sheppard replaced
them with a single
Dual Circuit Plus
and an Automatic
Charging Relay from
Blue Sea Systems (2).
Sheppard altered
things slightly, but
the wiring diagram
(3) is a good guide
for how to hook
things up.

DCP with a battery wired to each en-
gine’s alternator, which will allow the
alternators to charge the batteries in-
dependently — and I would still have
the option to combine them.

I already had another battery to
use for the house/backup circuit, so
I connected it to a terminal on the
“1” side of the DCP and ran the wir-
ing for the starboard engine to the
other terminal. For the starting cir-
cuit, I connected one terminal from
the “2” side to the positive terminal
of the starting battery and the other
to the port engine’s wire harness. I
tested the charging on both batteries,
and it seems to be working fine. I do
plan to add a positive bus bar and a
ground bus bar to the house circuit,
so I can begin updating my onboard
accessories.

The Dual Circuit Plus battery switch
was easy to install and well worth the
peace of mind. Whether you have one
or two engines, a two-battery system
will give you twice as much confidence
to get out on the water without worry-
ing about being able to spark life back
into your boat. BW

Got Stains?
Fiberglass Powder Cleaner
& Stain Remover
removes dirt and stubborn
stains such as rust stains,
scuff marks, exhaust and
black streaks.

Got Oxidation?

Fiberglass Rubbing Compound
removes oxidation while
minimizing loss of gel coat
surface,
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