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the panel we installed would

distribute 12-volt DC power to
marine electronics with built-in on/off
switches — and because we had limited
space at the helm station — we looked
for a vertical surface inside the cabin
of our walkaround cuddy project boat.
We chose a carpeted wooden bulwark
behind the helm station spanning 6
inches in width, 9 inches in height and 6
inches in available depth.

] CHOOSE A LOCATION Since

the Blue Sea Systems 360 Series

No.1200 eight-position panel
(4.88 inches wide by 775 inches high).
Eachrocker switch includes a 15-amp
breaker (higher amps available),an LED
indicator and recesses to prevent inadver-
tent tripping. Backlighting lets you read
the labels at night. Aninterior installation
precludes the need for a waterproof
model such as Blue Sea WeatherDeck
panels designed for exposed areas.

2 SELECT THE PANEL We picked
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supplied template in position,

making sure there’s nothing
interfering with the 3-inch depth of the
panel behind the mounting surface.
Start the 47%-inch by 734-inch cutout
by drilling just inside each corner. Then
cut along the lines with a jigsaw, taking
care not to damage any wires or hoses
behind the mounting surface. Also use
the template to mark and drill the holes
for the mounting screws.

3 MAKE THE CUTOUT Tape the
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UseBlue Sea
Systems’DC
Circuit Wizard at
circuitwizard
.bluesea.com
to guide you
insuitable
wiresizeand
fuse/breaker
selection for the
main DC feed, as
wellasbranch
circuits.




Adding a
Distribution Panel

UPGRADE YOUR ELECTRICAL SYSTEM
WITH A DISTRIBUTION PANEL.

Many boats function nicely with a single-switch panel at the helm to
control 12-volt systems. Yet you might need more switches, such as
when adding marine electronics. One of the best solutions is adding
a distribution panel that routes power from the battery to various
components or secondary switch panels. These are available froma
number of brands, including BEP Marine, Blue Sea Systems, Panel-
tronics and Sea-Dog, in a wide range of configurations. Before you
start, disconnect all DC and AC power. — Jim Hendricks

GETTING
STARTED

SKILL LEVEL

TIMETO COMPLETE
5 HOURS

TOOLS AND SUPPLIES

» Blue Sea Systems 360 Series No. 1200 eight-position
distribution panel ($219.95; shop.pkys.com)

» Blue Sea Systems panel back insulation cover,
No. 4027 ($24.99; overtons.com)

» In-line fuse or circvit breaker for main cable for
DC feed

» Jigsaw
» Phillips screwdriver

» Drill motor and bits

» Masking tape

» Wire stripper and crimper

» Marine-grade tinned electrical wire and cable

» Assorted ring connectors with heat-shrink collars
» Heat-shrink tubing

» Electrician’s snake (to run main cable and
accessory wires)
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Connect To
Accessories

ConnectTo (+) §
DC Positive Feed
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positive cable from the battery

or battery switch to the panel’s
positive feed, and run positive wires
from each accessory to each switch. Use
crimp-on marine ring connectors with
heat-shrink collars and a second layer of
heat-shrink tubing to connect all wires.
Dedicated positive and negative wires
from the interior light circuit will activate
the backlighting and serve to ground the
LED indicators.

4 RUN THE WIRING Route a fused
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securing the panel, energize each

switch to ensure proper opera-
tion. Then remove the top and bottom
cover plates and use the supplied
self-tapping screws to mount the panel.
Recheck the switches. To guard against
short circuits, install a Blue Sea panel
back cover on the rear of the distribu-
tion panel with four small self-tapping
screws. Use the supplied adhesive labels
to designate switch functions.

5 INSTALL THE PANEL Before

WEATHERPROOF PANELS

Rated IP67 (for temporary immersion), Blue
Sea Systems’ WeatherDeck switch panels are
designed for areas
exposed to moisture
and spray, and they
offer circuit protection
in the form of fuses

or breakers. Switch
guards prevent
accidental tripping.
Adhesive labels let
you customize your
panel. Fused versions
offer backlighting.
$5795 (for No. 4309
WeatherDeck eight-
position panel);
starmarinedepot
com—JH.
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